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 Vida Brasil and Handicap International (HI) have been developing inclusive local development (ILD) 
processes for more than 15 years, in support of local and regional authorities or of local associations of 
people with disabilities and of service providers, which have now been modeled by HI.  Based on their 
shared observation of the exclusion of people with disabilities (PWD) from decisions that concern them and 
from local civic, individual and collective participation processes, these two associations joined forces with 
two research partners, the Center for Interdisciplinary Research in Rehabilitation and Social Integration 
(CIRRIS) and the International Study Center for Local Development (CIEDEL), to identify and trial methods, 
tools and indicators for measuring the effects of ILD processes on improved civic participation of people 
with disabilities, both individually and collectively via representative Disabled People's Organizations 
(DPOs). 
 The research was conducted from 2012 to 2014 in application of the systemic Disability Creation 
Process model, which views disability as a relative and modifiable notion resulting from the interaction of 
individual and environmental factors. From this perspective, the quality of participation is viewed as the 
result of interaction between the person and their social, political and physical environment. 
 The research aims to help support application of the principles defined in the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).  The four partners in the trial shared several features of methods 
and tools developed individually, to test their relevance and flexibility in Quebec (Canada), Salvador de 
Bahia (Brazil), Toliara (Madagascar) and Bordeaux (France).   
 The trial is centered on the issue of local governance, to align with the collaborative and multi-
stakeholder approach of an ILD research object. Taken together, the tools describe the territory and local 
governance, and measure the quality of the environment and of socio-political participation. Each territory 
trialled their use based on a structure specific to it. 
 Upon completion of the trial, it appears that the tools combine both permanence and flexibility in a 
demonstrated capacity to integrate diverse contexts. They can be used to study changes initiated at the 
individual, collective and territorial levels. Working within local governance processes, they can also 
support efforts to measure stakeholder perceptions as they compare and interface with the results of tools 
used by local authorities. 
 We can summarize the areas of learning addressed by the use of these tools in several categories 
for “thinking, planning and monitoring” the territory. These results support the value of promoting ILD and 
similar approaches, and of engaging in measuring changing situations over time, for DPOs and non-
governmental organizations and agencies involved in community development processes.  
 Lessons can also be drawn from the applied research with respect to the notion of participation as 
a research object, in particular concerning the role of participation in the process of democratization and 
organization of states via decentralization.  The research opens up pathways for describing in more detail 
the relations between individual and collective participation, in its civic and social dimensions, with respect 
to the application of human rights as recommended by the CRPD. 
 In addition to knowledge appropriation activities, the research led to a conceptual article published in 
the journal of the International Network on the Disability Creation Process, a scientific article in Alter, and 
presentations at seminars. Knowledge capitalization results are presented in a summary report as well as in 
ten leaflets organized around three themes: presentation of the research, results of the trial and results of 
the research. 
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